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Direétions for the Ch hoice of Guns for varioug § 
Occafions, 
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. An Account of divers Experiments, difcovering the § 
: Execution of Barrels of different Lengthsand Bores. & 


With many ufeful Hints for the Improvement of 9 
Young Practitioners, entirely new. 
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Advertifement. 


iT writer of this little tra& has ventured to 

prefent it to the public, not prefuming on his 
literary qualifications as an author, but on hie long 
experience; and being fenfible, that only an expe- 
rienced workman could fupply the ufeful obferya- 
tions herein comprized. He has found that errors - 
early admitted may be long retained. The {cope 
of his work then, is to explode fome common, mj. _ 
takes, and reduce the art of SHOOTING FLYING § 
to fome method; not indeed to the gorous accus | 
racy of mathematical demonftration; for the me- | 
chanical manner here adopted feems more fit for 
the ufe of pracutioners, He has aimed to be con- | 
cile, and not to tax his readers by the length of : 
his performance. He hopes that little faults in point — 
of flile will be overlooked: and if in any meafure 
it anfwer the praCtical defign, fhall think his labour _ 
fulticiently rewarded, . : 
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F RODE Noes 
MOMMA R. Aimwell, your fervant. IT think it 


cM ne as great a rarity to find you abroad, 
se % as it is to find fome people at home. — 
re ee 


7 And yet you often talk of fhooting ; 
but I don’t fee when you find leifure, 


AIMWELL. 


The nature of my bufinefs, Sir, requires as much 


application of my hands as pollible: ’tis true Tam 
fond of fhooting, and perhaps the more fo, as this 


exercife | 
/ 


s 

“Sue 
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- 
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exercife has been of great ufe to me, in carrying 
off thofe diforders which are frequently the confe- 
quence of too clofe application to a fedentary bufi- 
nefs: fo that I think four or five hours in a weck 
{pent in this diverfion is not thrown away, as it 
feems to give new vigour to the animal {pirits, and 
enables me to return to-bufinefs with greater chear- 


fulneis. 
ean Te ND LY. 


Your argument agrees with my reafoning. I 
have for fome time thought a little of this exercife 
might have the fame cffe@. to relieve me from 
fludy, as it does you from bufinefs; and I have 
now prevailed an my father to indulge me in it, 
and am come with a defign to purchaic a gun of 


! Yous 


A SMW ELL LL, 


sir, | much applaud your prudence in confultings 
and waiting for your father’s approbation: it feems 


to promife that you will not ufe it fo as to interfere 


with your ftudy, or be hurtful to. your confitution ; 


for moft things, and even the bet may, and dag 


often become fo, when ufed to excefs, 


Pom LEN Deby, 
I think myfelf obliged for this hint, which thal} 


pot be loft on me. But I have fomething more 


to claim from an old promife, which I thall efteem 


a particular faveur; that you will give me fome 


inftruGtions 


SHOOTING FLYING EXPLAINED. 4 


iriftru@tions in the art of fhooting flying, that I may 
be able to uve the infrument I am going to purs 
chafe, to your credit as well as my own. 


AIMWELL ) 
Sir, The refpect I bear to you and your family 
will readily command any thing in my power to 
ferve you. And as you are come to {pend fome 
vecks here, now the fhooting feafon is juft coming 
on, I don’t doubt but if you will fubmit yourfelf 
intirely to my directions, I fhall put you in a mes - 
thod by which you may with pra@tice become a 
markiman. But to attain that mut be a work of 
time. I affure you, from the little leifure I had to 
practile, it was ten years before I became a tdler- 
able markf{man: tho’ indeed I had not the advan- 
tage of a good inftruGior. But from the experience 
J have had, I hope to put you in a readier way to 
attain it, 


/ 


FRIENDLY. 
I fhall be greatly obliged to you. Buit as to 
the gun, what length of barrel would you advife 
to begin with, 


AIMWEL L. 


It is neceflary for any gentleman who fports 


‘much to have two guns: the barrel of one about 


wo feet nine inches, which will fetve very well for 
the beginning of the feafon, and for wood-fhooting: 
the other about three feet three inches, for open 

fhooting, 


8 THE ART OF 
fhooting, after Michaclmas: the birds by that time 


are grown fo fhy, that your fhoots muft be in ge- 
neral at longer diftances. But if you intend one 
gun to ferve for all purpofes, than a three feet bar- 
rel (or thereabouts) I think moft proper. 


ee A a Oe Ag 


Ihave heard fome of my acquaintance talk of 
puns of two feet fix inches in the barrel that will 


kill at fifty or fixty yards. Nay, [heard one affert, 


that he threw fix fhot into a quarter of a theet of 
paper at a hundred yards diftance. 


AIMWELL 
Well, Sir, Iam not furpriz’d you have heard of 


thefe great things. I am frequently told ftories to 
‘the fame purpofe. But there is nothing gentlemen 
feem, to like more than impofing on themtelves and 


others in the diftances they thoot at. I know you 
have read Euclid, and therefore don’t doubt but you 


will make ufe of his. method of reafoning, as a ftan- 


dard of your obfervations, which will be ufeful at 
your firft fetting out, either in this or any other 
branch of knowledge. And tho’ in this Art every 
thing wil not Sie of a mathematical demonfira- 
tion; yet I fhall not-demand your affent, but as it 
fhall appear reafonable from experiments, and hope 
you will not forget jomething that is fimilar to it 
when you bieieaitans a_teacher of men. If you can 


call on me by fix in the morning, I will attend you 
to a proper place, and try fome experiments on 


guns 


SHGOTING FLYING EXPLAINED. 9 
guns of different lengths, to give you a fufficicnt 
idea of what can be done by guns in general, and 
to prevent your being impofed on by every idle 
prater on this Head. 

FRIENDLY, 
I ant already oblie’d for the favour of this cori- 


verfation, and will er at your time: “till wher; 
adieu. | 


AIMWELL: 
Your fervant. 


\ 
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DIALOGUE. I 
FR L E N DL Y; 
ge canmay eK Sir. 
 AIMWELL. 
, Good-morrow to you. You are very punce 
a to be here rathet before the time appointed, 


| FRIENDLY | 

I knew you were an early rifer, and am defirous 
you fhould think me diligent to receive your in- 
ftructions: but am ready to wait your leifure. 


B AIMWELL. 
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AIMWELTL. 


' 
; 
: 
i- Very well, Sir, Iam not d li{p eafed with it; fof 
} Thatea {luggard, there is nothing to be made of 
him, But come, Sir, | am ready. T fee you have 
#| © brought your fervant ‘with ‘you, »vhofe’ attendance 
}| -may be wfeful: -and I have.a man.who-is a. very 
. _ geod hand. at fhooting at a dead mark. For my 
part, Iam not fond of it: for guns feem to re- 
i coil moré at a fixed mark than at a flying obje&; 
1 and fam apt torlay my face’fo clofe, as to get a 
finart blow on the pene oes, efpecially if the 
| barrel lay too flraight in the Rock.’ I have chofe 
a out fever al guns, ee two feet fix inches to three 
cH feet irx iki which Tf think is th e greateft difte- 
A P5atc c eicy for {hooting Bani And here 
/ cores my Man ivith a quire of large brown paper, 
| chalk; a hammeér, and nails. Pleat ie to let your 
Hi fervant take fome of the guns, and pen, ink, and 
paper, for you to take down hata thall direct. 


ee FRIENDLY. 
_ Asie far to this place? 


a 7 TM WEL. 

We ate juftby it: you fee my man, who wert 
| before, is. nailing up a fheet of paper, and -has 
Pchalk’d a place in the muddle of it to take aim at, 
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**¢ re-action are equal ‘that upon difcharge of the 
powder, the gun is forced back, as the fhot is for- 
— wards, in proportion of the weight of fhot to the 
| weight of the gun; fo that by putting in a larger 
| load of thot, and lefs powder, you will be firuck 
| more, and the bird you fhoot at lefs: fo that tho’ 
you put many {hot inte the bird, they will not ha 
force enough to kill, unlefs at a very fhort titans’ 
J have bade told by a a gentleman, who is efleem’ d 
to fhoot very well, that when he is difpofed to kill 
| at very long fhoots, he puts in, a lefs quantity of 
| | fhot than powndie' becaufe he thus finds them more 
| efficacious. But if lefs of thot than powder will 
i 
in 
i 


carry the fhot clofe enough for long fhoots, they 
will certainly fly thick enough at fhorter diflances, 
To avoid the extremes, I ufe the beft powder, and 
put in equal | meatures of that and fhot, which in 
weight 1s much as one to feven. To a barrel of 4 
Seniictielitied bore, whofe diameter is about five~ 
_ eighths ofan inch (which | look upon to be the 
i be& fize for fhooting ying) I put in two ounces 
i of fhot, No. 4. whi ch are about .co in an ounce, 
, and an equal meafure of powder. This is he 
ia charge I ufe in the field, and fhall make ufe of 
the fame in our trials: foe it is prepotterans to 
make ufe of a load’ expeted to make a better thoot 
ata mark, than when you defign to kul a bird. 


Pete ot ee LY Lt. 
Acs what fort of wadding do you bet aporove 
pf J! save heard {ome lay, that tow us he eft; others 
i cards pepped to fit the’fize ef the bore, 


= an EO a A EE ee <6 eget 
ae Fe es tag eeyns., — - 


oe 
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Taw, I think, is uncertain, If cards be ufed, 
the end of your rammer mutt be almoft as broad 
as the barrel will admit of, to go down free, and 
quite fat at the end, to prevent the card from turn- 
ing; and muft be pufh’d down gradually, to give 
time for the air to pafs, otherwife it will be trouble- 
fome. This is therefore not the qucckeft way. Old 
hat may be ufed in the fame manner, which is ras 
ther better: and fome fay leather fhreds are beft,. 
But I cannot yet find any thing better, or fo ready, 
as thin brown paper, rubbed foft, and cut into 
pieces about one inch broad and two inches long; 
{o that when it js once doubled, it is an inch iquare, 
{ punch a fmall hole at the corner of each piece, 
and put a fullicient quantity upon a key-ring, and 
hang them into my button-hole, and tear of one 
asf want it, This being doubled, put it to the 
muzzle, and clofe the corners up about your ram- 
m-r (the end of which ought to continue of the 
fame bignefs for at leaft half an inch, or rather 
jomething {maller juft at the end) and thruft the 
ptper thus put into the barrel gently down upon 
the powder. Your rammer will™come back with- 
out danger of drawing the paper back, and will 
leave it clos’d gvaintt the fides of the barrel, like a 
half cartridge, Put another in the fame manner 
after the fhot. When your gun is quite clean, it ig 
neceffary to put in a fecond wad after the thot, to 
prevent its getting loo.e, 


FRIENDLY, 
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ERIENODLY. 


Do you ram your fhot as much as your powder? 


»} think I have heard fome that pretend to experi- 


ence fay, that they ram the powder well, but noe 
the fhot. What is your opinion of this? 


AIMWELLE~ . 


After fone experience you will find, if your enn 


as clean, and the wad thruft but lightly down, that 


in walking the fhot will be apf to get loofe: and if 
you difchavee the piece in that Bite, it will feem, 
by the Serial refiftance it makes, as if there were 
no. fhot in it: and if you try one load pretty fmartly 
rammed over the fhot, and another with the wad 
throft but lightly disses. at-a quire of pdper, you 


’ will find the hares that is rammed will penetrate 


the deepeft, and that the thot will hy as reg gularly: 
as the orher which is not rammed, 


Gee ic R LEAN. EX: 
Well, Sir, it feems rational en orelh 3 and I fall 


follow your counfel, and try it the fi ef opportuniry, 


becaufe I think i it a point neceflary ta be thorough: ly 
convinced of, - ea | sal At 


A I M WE bk. 
‘The gun two feet fix in the barrel is ‘esti 


Cbg 


you {ee T have got a reft to be the more exact in. 
our trials: fire it a¢ twenty yards. Well fhot. 


ring the paper this Ways and draw. three ar four 
; rN mich _ tnee 


a 


SHOOTING FLYING EXPLAINED. t¢ 
lines acrofs it with your chalk there, By this 
| you may eafily count.the fhot-holes; which 
pieafe to pe 0, whilft I load it again,‘ and put down, 
un two feet fix inches loiig, the barrel fix 
nd a half diameter, weight two pounds 
fourteen ounces, and weight of the whole gun fix 
pounds two ounces, 


The fit thot at 20 Yards 1962) ¢ 7 ¢ 
i: : WICAILIN 2 

Second at ditto * - 220% k ts 

Virtt of ditto, at.30 yards 194.2 94 

Second at ditto _ ~ $4.4 

Firt of ditto; at 49 yards 35% 29 

Second at ditto - - 235 

birt of ditto, as so yards 162 5H 

Second at ditto. a cee | 


By the fhoots made with this gim, you thay eafily 
pe rceive it 1s difficult to make two fhoots alike: 

and therefore no certain judement.can be made'df 
its goodnefs by.two.or three fhoots,. » For inftance, 
the fhoots here made at forty yards, are nof much 
above half the number of fhot there ought to be 
in proportion to thofe at twenty @hd at fifty yards, 
as you will fee upon further trials, 

No..2. A barrel two feet. nine inches, weight 
three pounds two ounces, weight of the whole gun 
fix pounds five ounces; bor bins tenths and a quarter. 


Firtt ‘ 


46 


Ditto a “ i 365 


Pun ART OF 


Firft thot, at twerity yards 218 ? Medium 436 

Second, at ditto - ae vy 

At thirty yards : Jiahg.y 5}, 1g 

Ditto - - - 1234 

At forty - = “ 8 

At ditto + - ee Od 64 

Ditto, with hatwad - .- 62 

Ditto, at fift S : > “by 
‘ 48 


| oa 


‘The powder and fhot took up two diameters and 
three quarters each in the barrel. 


No. a Of a gun whole barrel is three feet long; 
and two pounds fifteen ounces werght, 
is fix tent 


the ore 
as and a half of an inch diameter, and 
is nearly a cylinder, ’fill within three inches of the 
muzzle, which is opened a little; the weight of 
the whole gun five pounds thirteen ounces. 


Pir thot, at twenty yards 23 i Medium 2 


Second, at ditto - = 220f 

Firft; at thirty yards - 45) hy 

Second, ‘at ditto = s 60 f | 34 

Firtt, at forty yates oN ey ae 

Second, at ditto =< é sol. me 

Third, atditto =. PN pe 53 

Fourth, at ditto ~ we S6 

Firft, at fifty * - ‘e) Are 
4 Second; at ditto é > WA: 43 


=. Se 
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No. 4. Of another gun, the barrel three feet 
and fix tenths ine three quarters diameter s 
Weight three pounds three ounces: and whole 
Weight of thie eun fix Pounds fix ounces. 


=. ad . 
irft fhot, at thirty yards 20.25 

:- ; Medit 
Second, at ditto é ee ae 1308 fedium 12§ 
Firft, at forty yatds Beate bie ih 
Becond: at ditt - RS 45. 
Hirt, at fifty yards = 26 7 oo 
Second, at ditto = - 38 6 3 


No. & Of a fun, the barrel three feet and two 
inches long, the Ted fix tenths and three quarters 
diameter; two ounces of fhot loaded It, two dia-— 
meters, and the fame quantity in meafure of pow ff 
der; weight of the barrel three pounds twelve 
Ounces; the whole gun feven pounds three ounces:, | 


Firft thot, at twenty ya LOS. > eee Méd: Seo 


Seco! id, at ditto “ *. 304 § 
Firth; at thirty yards - - 3426 
Second, at ditto - - 96 127..] 
Do. withont any wad betwixt fhot and ( 
| powder - ai 179 
Firft, at forty yards J ay 
Second, ditto - - ed 
Ditto; with four hat wads betwixt the “4 
powder and fhot - 70 
ee with a fingle wad betw xt pow- 
# and thot - “' O4 
Firtt 7 ditto, at fifty al ~ 3 
Second d tto - 52> é2 
Third ditto _— -~ 74 


C N Oe 
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No. 6. Of a pun three feet fix inches the barrel, 


weight three pounds fix ounces; weight of the whole 
gun fix pounds eight ounces; two ounces of fhot, 
and the fame quantity of powder loaded it, twe 


| diaineters of each. 


’ 


At thirty yards ~-- = » 1467 


| Ditto - “ - eo ee 4 

a Tae Mes tg 

| Do. without wad over the fhot = _154- 

I Dito, at forty yess : 60 } 

Dito. . 4 - 94 

| Dito = “ - IO! s 
) Litto « ~ “ + 90 /9 
t Ditto = - Sa 

} Dito, witha double wad = 65 | 

At fifty uci - ~ 24 

Duto | - - - 2 pak. 

Ditto 3 “ - ~ 33 


No. 7. A barrel three feet three inches long, 


©) Weight three pounds twelve ounces, tried in a rough 


ftack. 


: | At thirty yards | s * Vf AA : , 4 4 
A forty yards ote Jo is 59 rf. + $) 
Ditto, with hat-wad. ae > ta Med. 74 
Ae fifty yards < da he iced : 
Dito = o a * ee 34 


No. 8. Another barrel. three feet three inches 
tong, weight three pounds feven ounces, and was 
pide | bored ; tried an the fough 4 tock } 


Ag 
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At forty yards . > 94 | 
Ditto - - - = 1096 Med, 97 
Ditto, with hat-wad + 9 gg 

Atfifty yarde 9 %.2 <84. = 66 | 
Ditto ~ - a ~ $5 ‘ 75 


No, 9. A five feet barrel of the fame bore and 


At ditto “ “ a 


At filty yards 2 | - . §3 | } 
No. ro. A real Spanith barrel three feet eight: 
inches long. | , 


At-thirty yards ~. § §TO 
Ditto me a me fs 96 Med, TO3 
At forty yards ba - ” 60. . 
At fifty. yards < . i . 2§ 


The owner of this gun fhoots well, and he fays 
he frequently kills with it feventy yards; but unle% 
he put in more powder and fhot, I think there js 
but lithe chance for kulling fifty yards at any cers 
tainty, 


No. 11. One ditto three feet two inches, fevey, 
tenths diameter, | 


At forty yards “ . = “ "4 
el Le Te 
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No. 12. A four feet barrel, fix tenths and a half 


diameter. 


At fg-ty yards . - 64 
amMtito 4. . V - s8 @& Med. 77 
Dito - ‘a 2 93 § 
Ditto, after cong off eight inches of the barrel, 
he forty yards z * a 
Ditto - ~ - 32 Med. 49 
Ditto Roe - £4ie 9 
Upon fuppofition that a gun tofes half. the quantity 
of fhot every ten yards, (and it appears from the 
experiments to be nearly fo) this gun has loft about 
a yard diflance in killing, to one inch taken of from 
the leneth of barrel: but the difference of the force 
with aie the fhot was threwn was {carce dif- 
tincuifhable. 
No. 13. The fecond-beft barrel, three feet three 
inches, Spanifh fafhion, fixed into a block. 
} At forty yards + oe RSL) 
- Second ditto ~ - - - 63 
9 hird ditto, card over the powder, and 
“paper over the thot ex - = 39 
_ Fourth, without any wad over the powder 70 
Fifth ditto, more wad over the fhot 7 85 
Sixth dod loubile wad ovér jhot and powder 50 


There was at thé firft’three {hots put into the 


target, being a xound board of three 


tL ka iS a al ir Silt 


ever them, 
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feet diameter, which the papers were 
nail dto - : - - 446 
he laft three fhoots which were made on 
the other fide of the target, and the 
fhot feem’d to be thrown in with much 
the fame force on each ° «aie 


No. r4, A barrel, Spanith fathion, weight four 
pounds two ounces; three feet fix inches longs 


At forty yards = ae > 9g 


No. 15. A barrel, Spanifh fafhion, weighs three 


pounds four ounces; three feet fix inches pa 
At thirty yards - é 1109? 

wt > oMedrumas 
Ditto at dite . < in ee “MEG 
Ditto at forty ~ ia 64 


AIMWELL, ; 
It appears from various other trials befide thefe, 
which I have made, that the fhot fy as regularly, 
er more fo, and with as much force, Shae any: 
wad betwixt the powder and fhot, as it does with 
wad only. “Tis difficult to keep the fhot from 
mixing with the powder; and when it does, that 
will affe it: bet it proves thus much at leaft, that 
it does not fignify how thin your wad is betvikt 
the powder and fhot, fo itdoes but keep them from 
mixing. But the fhot fly the thicker and flronger 
from having a pretty good wad clofely ramm’d 


FRIENDLY, 
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FREE N-D'£ ¥Y. 
~ Tam well pleafed with thefe experiments, as they 
have given me a better idea of the manner of 
barrels carrying fhot than I could have imagined, 
4 T thall now be oblie’d for your opinion, whether 
ppanifh barrels are really better than Englith oaes 
of the fame weight, as I find they are fo etteentec 
by many gentlemen, ; 


mai ELL, 

The repute of the Spanifh barrels arofe chiefly 

) from their lengths, being in general about three 
feet eight or ten inches long, of a fmallifh bore, 
and that nearly a cylinder; by which means the 
force of the powder is continued longer upon the 
fhot: and I haye already fhewa you, that length 
of barrel will do more than weight. I have try'd 
' a great many Spanith barrels very carefully, and 
| could never find them to carry the fhot better than 
* thofe made in England of the fame form and fize; 
- (But the foreigners have found out our foible in that 
as in moft other of their rarities: that is, if they are 

_ but far fetch’d, and dear’ bought, they are fure to 
pileate,) The Englith form of making them very 
ftout at the breech, is in order to balance them bets 
_ter in hand, and make them come ealter to ficht, 

| dt anf-vers in that refpe&; but then it makes them 
much heavier upon the whole: anda {fportiman 

| will not choofe to carry more weight than is nece’& 
| fary. I have already fhewn you, that from the 
a ee ete preieng 
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pre‘ent method of fhooting flying, we have no oc 
cafion for guns to kill fo far: and therefore fhorte# 
and lighter guns will better anfwer our purpofe, as 
they are readier to come to fight, and will kill far 
enough, | 


FRIENDLY, 
I fee you have a great variety of guns of diffes 
rent lengths of the Spanith form; which with wha¢ 


you have faid, makes me think you rather give the 
preference to the Spanith form. 


AIMWELL, : 

Indeed I do, for feveral reafons. Firtt, I never 
faw a gun of the Spanith form burft near the breech,. 
tho’ many of them are very fmall or weak: theres 
fore “tis not neceflary to add fuch a guantity of 
metal on account of ftrength; it can be only with a, 
defipin td balanée it the lighter forward. But as 
barrels of common lengths will balance very well, 
it anifwers no good or ufeful purpofe to make bar-* 
reis fo fiout at the breech. Again, they often draw 
thofe barrels thinner forward about the middle, in 
order to make them the more handy, and te look 
neater; tho’ I think it no addition to its beauty, and 
this will take off from the force the thot is carried. 
Out with: fo that a barrel of the spanith fafhion, 
continued with a more regular thicknefs will kill 
farther than one of a greater weight where there 
is more metal than is neceflary at the breech, and 
foe 
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too thin forwards. Another difadvantage in a bobs 
rel fo made, is, that it will be bigger and clumfier 
about the lock part, and the eck will not have 
a: enough. . For if yor take not ice, you wi U 

ftner find the flock fplit with a litle ufe from the 
breech to the foretide nail, than in thofe of the 
Spanith fafhion; where there is room to leave the 
ftock fironger, without making it clam’ey. But I 
would not have. you imagine, that { approve of 
barrels too thin at the breech. I would have them 
of a propef fubftance for flrength in every part, 
and fo as to balance propertly. I have experimen- 


| tally feen 2 good killing barrel lofe miuch of its 


force in carrying fhot, by filirig: it thinner; which 
fhews; that barrels ought not to be drawn fo thin $ 
fince a tolerable fubftance is neceflary, beth to car ry 
the thot fmartly, and for fafety. 


FRIENDLY: 


Sirice yoti are fo free and ready to inform ime, i 
Jam not too: inquifitive, pray explain to me why 

the bore you mentioned, of about five eighths of 
an inch diameter, is the beft fixe for fhooting fly+ 


ing? fince the generality of barrels appear to me 


~ 


to be much late er, 


AIMWE LE. 
Tis very trie, that birding ai In ceneral até 
Of a larger bore: but if you judge of A ee by the 


fize at the muzzle, they appear to be much larger’ 


thant 


: 
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than they really are ; : rhatty of therm being much 
opened at the muzzle, and gradually e's for about 
a foot, and then continue neatly a cylinder to the | 
breech: This form is ufed to make ther carry 
the fhot clofer, by letting thiem oper gradually in 
coming out ~The reafch feemis plaufible, and ap- 
pears joixictitiies to have fome effe&t; when open’d 
gradually a {mall matter: But there is no reafon 
to open them too much ; for i in that cafe; the fire 
will have room to pals off oh eachi fide all round 
the wad, whien it comes to the part much wider 
and then lofe of its force; and may alfo mix with 
the outermost part of the fhot; and caufe them to 
fcatter the more from a true dire@ions Many bar- 
fels are deain opert’d a little wider gradually to: 
wards the “biecch, in order to carty the fhot with 
greater force, by firtt 1 meeting with fome reliftance; 
and then pafling free: (and alfo that the whole 
quantity of powder may take fite quicker.) This 
has al'o appeared to mie to anfwer the effe& de: 
fired; and yet Ihave met with barrels that have 
beeii as nearly a cylinder as poflible in the hore, 
yet have carried the fhot as round and as ftrong aS 
any other. For which reafon; I practife opening 
them but very little, and gtadually at each end, as 
I fee occafion; which method I find anfwers bet. 
As to the fize, ’tis certain thete muft be a fized 
bore, which carries a particular load better than any 
other. Now, as fhooting nying | is very difficult for 
fome tO attain, and even the beft markfimen have 

D oftentimes 
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oftentimes their mifcarfiages, they are willing id 
make ufe of as large a load as they-can, w howd 

hurting themfelves; and therefore fortie witl choofe 


a@large bore, thittking it will carry a larger load. 


"Fis very trué that it will requite a lead load 
but tireA the ‘etin mitft be heavier in p: oportion to 
the load, or "(ad T have already cbferved) they will 
Be hit harder; arid the bitd not fo hard. If two 
dutices of ‘thot, and the fame meafure of powder 
he thouphé ftifficient (and Think it is to fhoot at 
any fort Of gare) then a barrel, whofe bore is 
about five eighths of an irich (or rather a little 
Niote) diameter, will be loaded about two diame- 


_ fefs and a half of each, and the weight of the 
 €un tidy be about fix pounds. But thole whi will 
| fhisot with two ovinces and-a quarter of the fame 
_Mmicafure of powder, miift carry a giin df about 


Sven potrids, which’ will feém Heavy: to mo peo- 
ple after three or four hours walk. Tideed, T have 
kKaown tvvo Gtinees and a half, and threcounces of 
fot, Hiade © of ‘to a cin under that weight: but 


ied a Pmafler quantity “of powder was fed, and. 


confeqtently cotild ‘not be{o efficacious as a fmaller 
Guanuty of thot, and eatal meatvre of powder: 
Ai ara “fraliér bored bartel is loaded too deep, 
the’ the otin he heavy enovigh, the thot will aot be 
row cloter than they w ‘ould | be with a pfopef 
isa; that xb abe it two didthetets aid a half of - 


Dee -And “G a Litger hore have nt its proper 


ads i fe will noe! Gat @ friartiy as the fame load in 
Wa oe le a bets 
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2 bore proper for the load, There aye but. fey 
who will care to ftand againft a proper load for a 
barrel fix cighths of an inch diameter, except 
poachers, who are covetous af killing every thing; 
and will ftand the brunline for a {mali advantage; 
but fair fportfmen. are not fuch {pit-hunters ;. they 
purfue for the fake of the divertion, and to fhow 
their dexterity, rd at ; 


FRIENDLY. 


“ 
. 


tam greatly obliced for this account of barrels, 
which is fuller and more latistactory than I expect. 
ed, And now I think I may venture ta choofe a 
oun, There feems to be one of the fize and bore 
you recommend, 


“Ss 
i 


AIM WEL £. 

"Tis very truce, Sir. But you are not yet judge 
enough to choofe a gun, There is more to be obs 
ferved than the fize and bore of the barrel. Tha 
gun 1s made for a broad fhouldered man: the 
ftock is bent fideways, as if you would lay the 
plate of the lock upon your knee, and with your 
hands could bend it: and the point or toe of the 
butt turns outa little to the right, {9 as) ta being: 
the breech of the barre] $0, his eye In a dirc& line, 
with the muzzle, without conftzaias. af hendings 
down his head much, which 2 fhort necked man. 
cannot do without danger of hurting his face, | If 
you preate, give me leave (9 recommend ch ea 
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ts-you. The ftock of it is of a middling bend 
and length, and quite ftrait fideways; which, as 


you are lender, and your neck fomewhat long, 


will beft {uit you. The length of the butt from 
the breech is about fifteen inches and a half; and 
if a ftraight fpline is laid to the barrel, fo as to, 
touch the “muzzle and breech, and continued to the 
bu ff, you will find that the butt drops about three 


inches from that line, (and for 4 man who has a 
-fhort neck, it gught to drop about a quarter of an 
inch more) sad at about three inches from the 


butt, where the face touches, about two inches and 


i half: and if he is broad and ftout, and he cannot 
-yeach his arms fo forward, fourteen or fourteen, 


inches and a half in length from breech to butt may 
be fufficient. Pleafe to take hold of the gun, and, 


balance it upon’ the fore finger of your left hand, 


(which 16 a proper finidtion: for your left hand) 


‘then join your right hand with your fore finger, 


juft to feel the trigger, and your thumb upon the 
tock, and throwing’! it off a little {pace from you in 
4 horizontal direction, to prevent its rubbing ; againft 
your fhoulder; in taking i it up: flip your thumb off 


the cock, and draw the butt to your fhoulder, fo 
as to feel j it gently, and point ‘the muzzle to any 


objec ; and if you find. the breech i in a line with 
the muzzle, without any constraint, it then lies very 
well to ful it yon. Now, if you ‘obferve, you will 


find an error, which many gunfmiths perfit in, is 


here 3 remedied the trigger is hung at aright angle 
with 


. 
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| | | hin fee 
with the pull of your finger, and as backward from 
the guard as it will admit af; Whereas the trigger || 


\ 


is frequently hung to form a right angle with that | 


part of the ftock where it hangs; ‘ia which cafe 


the finger draws to a difadvantage, being in draws _ 


ing it forced clofe to the ftock, and that pofition © 


fhortens.the lever, and caufes. it to draw off harder 
than in this, where you find the finger more na- 
turally flips to the end of the trigger, and lengthens 
the lever: and ’tis neceflary to take the advantage 


of this as much as may he, in order to have a good 


drong 1 ar-fpring, without which the lock cannot 
move well nor fafely ; for if the fear-fpring is made 
too weak, in order to make it draw off eafy, it 
will then be fub‘e¢t to catch upon the half cock; 
and if it draws off too hard, you cannot be certain 
of fhooting any flying ohje&. Another diladvan- 


tage which attends the trigger being hung too for~. 3 
ward is, that the middle finger will be.fo near the ' 


guard as to receive a fmart blow upon.the difcharge 
of the piece: Ihave {een many perfons who have 
had a callous {welling upon this finger, from be- 
ing batter'd by the guard through this defed. ol 
think it .neceffary to give you this hint, as you may 
iometimes have occafion to fhoot, with other guns, 
or to make choice of a gun elfewhere, ee 


FRIENDLY, 
I believe I fhall fix on this gun, as it feems very 
handy fo me, and comes eafy to fight, But pray 
" be 
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be fo kind to inform me, if you have any objection 
to dl bairel of two feet fix inches, more than its car- 
fying the thot: for the gun we try’d of that length 


feem’ d to carry t the thot very {martly and clo‘e, a¢ 
30 AB atti 3 


— 


peers RIMWELL, 


a Our obfervation, Sir, is true: ‘it threw in ninety 
fhot, on a medium at thirty yards, into’'a fhect of 
paper, which one may venture to affirm would 
kill a bird if held : right, and it may fometimes kill 
forty yards, _ But leaf € to take notice, that the 
weight of it was. fix pounds two ounces: and if 


you compare the fhoots with thofe made with the 


three feet gun, whofe weight was but five pounds 
thirteen ounces, you will find them fo much fupe- 
rir, that it mutt evidently kill farther with the 
fame load: which, I think, is one objection to your 
propofal. The next is, would 2 fhort gun go off 


by any accident whilft you are loading i it, you are 


aa? 


more expos’d ‘d to danger, as you will more naturally 
: lean over the Bae which, “however, in fhors 


or longer euns opght eae to he avoided, What 
have once “happened may happen again, A gen- 
tleman, whom I knew very well, was out by him- 
telf a thooting, “and juft as he had loaded his gu 

(though he Rew of no defe& in the lock, ‘ill it 
was afterwards. examined) it went off, and {calp'd 
him fo as to leave the forehead bare. to the {cull, 


Wei Le ppt he laid for dome time fenfelef 
AS 


ea | 
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As foon.af he recdver'd a Tittle, he faw hi§ hat thot 
to pieces, and himfelf: bloody :* he imagined what 
Aad happénéd:: he “tied 4 handkeichief about his 
head, aiid walk’d home, ‘and is now perfe@ily re - 


Cov. ved: iB OD 


FR END b Yo mode ¢ 
A. narrow efcape with life indeed; aad. I ant 
Breatly ‘oblicéd for this caution; and indeed the 
frequent misfortunes which happen fror guns, fhew: 
we cannot be tod careful in the ule of them - and 
TP mutt agree with: you; “that we are not-fo niuchi 
éxpos d-to futh an accident ag this from ‘adong grunt 
as from a thert one; Ol PLAST TO 
| AIMWEL fic >i 
Thefe is 6rie more objeGtion, which T think an 
over-balance to the advantage, if it be thought one; 
éf a fhort -gun’s coming more readily to. fight, 
Which 3: theugh a longer gun requires a litte more. 
Care to bring it to the objet, when. it is once 
brovcht it is not fo ealily put afide as a fhort one; 
nor does a little variation of the muzzle carry the 
fhot fo wide from the object as the fame vatiation 
of a thert one does; which I think may be thus 
eatily explained; Draw # line upon a fheet of 
Paper, and from a point, with a pur of compafies; 
cut the line at two inches and a half, and three © 
inches and a half: from the fame points of inter# 
tection; fet off one-tenth of an inch from the line; 
| and 
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and draw lines from the firft point through each 


of thefe; and at about twelve iriches from thie three 


+ and a half, you will find it will vary about half 
» an inch from the firft line, and the other which J jn- 


terfeéts at a tenth diftance from the line at the wo 


- inches and a half, will at the twelve inches be ‘ound, 


to vary about thfee quarters of an inch: Mow, if 
you count a foot for an inch; the one will have 
varied fix inches, and the other about nine iriches; 
at the diftance only of twelve feet; which I think 
plainly fhews that 2 {mall vaziation of a fhiort bar 
te] will caufe a greater error; which willincreafe as 
the diftanee. uf the bird is farther from yous But if 
our Bartel js too long and not teady to come tc 
ep then yoitr extradtditiary lengtlis will not an- 


: fiver vaak os pedations; as you may judge from the 


iments we have made, that good bafrels will 


a ost kel abtve a yatd for an inch in length of bar- 


, from three feet io four feet in length ; and 
Fa a batrel of three feet or three feet three 
inches, I think, anfwers the beft. 


FRIENDLY, 

_ Well, Sir, you have hifierenily fatisfied me in all 
the quettions I am at prefent able to afk; as to the 
choice of guns: and } would not have been with 
out this keilendedtene upon. any account; as I am 
certain it will sible nie to go on with éafe and 
courage, ané I thall fooner bsconin 4 proficient f in 
the art of hooting fl ying, But, pray what is next 


ta be done? yin Tasabey Wit 
AIMWELL» 
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AIMWELL, 

I fhall now give you a thort lefon, which will 
take you a long time to get: but I muft firft take | 
the flint out of your gun, and put in a piece of 4 
wood of the fame form, that you may not wear the — 
fteel off the haminer by frequently ftrikine it 
down, And now, Sir, take the piece, carry it upon 
your left arm, with the thumb of your right hand _ 
upon the cock, and fixing your eye upon any par- 
ticular obje&t, prefent the gun in:the manner bes 
fore directed, and in the motion of bringing it up 
cock it: do it pretty brifkly, but'in no hurry, jo as 
to confufe yourfeli: in raifing the cock take’care 
that you prefent the muzzle as near as you can at 
Once to the object, only rather below, that you 
may have a little matter to raiie it, and as quick as 

youcan: brikly draw the trigger as foon as you 
have got an exact fight at the object, and continue 
to keep your muzzle at it for fome time after you 
have drawn the trigger, left your gun fhould han 

fire; which if it happen to do in a very fmall de- 
gree, it will render your fhot quite uncertain, e% 
pecially if your mark is moving towards night or 
deft, or any way from the line: but by means of 
your keeping the gun in motion with the objeh, a | 
fhot may be fometimes recovered, though it hanes § 
fire. "This you may praétice in your room, or when 
you walk, at any obje@ fteady or flying; and do 
it as often as you can conveniently, ‘till you can 
readily get the object, and draw down in Proper 
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time: hy which means you will make a greatet 
progre ‘sin one month than by the common me- 
‘thoi of inookns 3 in a year’or two, 


Te may not he amifs now wf to give you a hint 


“€oncern:ng crofs-fhooting: from the many experi- 


ments you have feen of guns carrying {!ot, you 
muft have an idea now the fhot {pread at different 


-diuitances. 


A vety 260d gun at twenty yards will fpread the 
fhot fo, thatin a circle of twelve or fourteen inches 
no bird can efcape alive. Now, if the fituation 


~o liges you to fhoot at a bird at this diftance flying 
“crois, either to the right or left, if you take aim fix 
inches before it, fuppofing the bird not to have 


mov d from the time of your drawing the. trigger 
to the fhots hitting it, the bird will be entered fir 
€ ough into the cirdle of the fhot to be fecured: 


but as t e bird 1s in motion, it muft have moved 


fome way before the fhot can reach it: fo that ’tis 
moft likely the bird will mect the center fhot; and 


-fhould you be fomething longer in drawing the 
trigger, you will have the better chance from the 


rear-f{hot. From the fame rea‘oning, if you take 
exact aim at the bird, and draw brifkly, you may 


kif it with the rear-fhot: but by obferving the 


above method, you have double the chance, as the 
bird muft pais through the whole difk of the fhot. 


YT think IT have isan remarked, from the experi- 
“merits we have made, that the thot delivered from 


che a gun 


- 
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a.gnin general lofe or decreafe half the quantity 
every ten yards, or thereabouts; fo that at forty 
yards there will not be thrown in above a fourth 
part as it would into the fame pace at twenty yards, 
From which it appears, that it you take aia foot: 
before a crofs {oot at forty yards, you will be the 
mo!t likely to. mect the bird wit the center thot; 
and which by the by I look upon io fly the ftrongelt, 
ani will be more eificacious at long difances thin 
’ tae diverging thot; for whether it be the fhot ftrike 
ing again each other, or again? the air, at fir 
coming .out of the muzzle, or watever be tha 
caule of their diverging, I think it m1 in ome 
d-gree retard their motion. But if there is a brik 


wind, « will certainly bead the fhot; you mutt 
therefore confider, whether the wind ‘lows w 
the bird, or again? it; if it blows with it, you 
need iittle more than obferve the general rile, by 
Fealfon the wind will help the bird forward nearly. 
as much as it bends the fhor; but if it fies againtt 
tic wind, the thot will be bent more than the bird 
is retarded, and therefore you ought to take aun at 
a gre.ter diftance before the bird, 


Thefe hints may be of fervica; and from thefe 
you may jude of all other diftances. Yet pra ‘tice 
can only mike you a mafer in tds critical point, 
as allo of the oblique fhoots. For infance: fup- 
pole a bird at any diftance from you flies off in 
@ diagonal line, you m4 take aim but half as far 
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before it as you would do ata cro’s fhoot at the 
fame diftance; and in the fame properton at 4 
ereater or lefler angle. The different marks are 
very prettily defcribed by an ingenious gentl-man 
| of St. John’s College, fome years ago, in a poem 
eall’'d PTERYPR TLE Gta, whicl: is fo fit for the 
occafion, that I fhall give it you in his own words, 


tc 


tc. 


Five general forts of flying marks there are, 


The Iineals two, traverfe and circular: 


‘ The fifth oblique---which | may vainly teach; 


But practice only perfectly can reach. 


‘ When a bird comes directly in your face. 


Contain your fire awhile, and let her pais, 
Unlefs fome trees behind you change the cafe, 


* If fo, a little fpacé above her head 
Advance the muzzle, and you ftrike her dead. 
Ever let fhot purfue where there is room; 


Marks hard before, thus eafy will become. 
But when a bird flies from you in a line, 


‘ With little care I may pronounce her thine, 

* The unlucky crofs-mark, or the traverfe fhoof; 
* By fome thought eafy, yet admits difpute, 

- As the moft commen practice is to fire 


Before the bird, will niceft time require; 
For too much fpacé allow’d, the fhot will fly 


‘ All innocent, and pafs too nimbly by : 


Too little {pace, the’ partridge, {fwift as wind, 


* Will dart athwart, and bilk her death behind, 


This makes the point fo difficult to guels, 
‘Caule you muft be exact in time, ox miss 


@ Full 
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‘ Full forty yards, or more, to left or right, 
* The partridge then ooliquely takes her flight: 
** You've there the advantage of a fideling line; 
_*© Be careful, nor her inward fide decline. 
*¢ ‘Thus in the mark ts ttiled circular, | 
** There’s nothing more requir’d but fteady care, 
‘¢ ‘T’attend the motion of the bird, and gain 
*« The beit and fartheft lineal point you can; 
‘¢ Carrying yout piece around, have patience “ill 
‘¢ ‘The mark’s at belt extent, then fire and kill, 


wm 


“ 


DIALOGUE I, 


FRIENDLY. 


ELL, Sir, I have, for this week fince I faw 

you, much practifed the leffon you gave — 

me, and believe it will be of great ufe to me; for § 

I find that Ican already point the gun to any ob= 
ject very readily. 


AIMWELL. 

Sir, I don’t doubt your application; and thall 
how put a flint into your gun, and recommend it to 
you to practice for fome time the fame method 
with a little prime, and then with a {mall load of | 
powder; which may not improperly be term‘d,” 
teaching you to fland fire, without the leaft fart 

ing; 
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ng; which ‘s a thing very material towards the hea 
coming a good markiman, When yon are perfedt 
in this, you may fhoot at a mark at twenty yarcs, 
i with half a charge, or a little more. By degrees, 

as you find you can do it well, without any fear or 
uneafinefs, repeat the fame at thirty yards, with 
about three quarters of a charge. 


F RIE N:D LY. 

Iam oblig’d for this leon. 1 fhall call on you 
again in about a week ; .1n which time I don’t doubt 
but I fhall be able to handle the gon jretiy dex 
- teroufly. 


ee eee 


AIMWELL. 
I believe you will foon make a progre’ in 
thooting; but I have iuft thought of a method, 
| which | fhall now inform you of, by the practice 
i of which you may be able to. become.a tolera' ble 
' mark/man at your firft going into the field. Get a 
target made of a piece of board; let ic be round, 
and about three feet diameter; puta ftaple into the. 
edge of it to hang it by; get a fpline ten or twelve 
. feet long, and to one end of it fix a hook to hang 
the target on, and near the other end make hte 
ral holes to hang it to an iron pin, which is to be. 
q fixed up ina convenient place at a proper height, } 
fo as the target when -hung on it is fulpended fome- _ 
times fomething hicher, and fometimes lower than . 
| 2-point blank mark. ‘This is to be put in motion. 
q ae like 
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ike a pendulum, and you may fhoot at it whilf 
itis moving, either to the right or left, with about 
half a load, at twenty yards diftance; and hy the | 
breadth of the targe , you will eafily fee how the 
body of the fhot went, either before or behind the | 
mark, and the next fhoot you may take aim accords 
ingly. It will be neceffury that you prepare fome ) 
whitening, that you may, wits a bruth cover your | 
fhots every time before you fhoot again; and with . 
a piece of charcoal, you may make a mark tot ke q 
aimat. You may alio fometimes fand obliguely 
to it; by which meaas you make a very great vae_ 
ricty Of marks. When you have made this way — 
of thooting very amiliar to you, try it with about — 
three quarters of a load at thirty yards; and by 

much practice cf this method, you may become a 
better nark{fman at firft going into the field than | 
you would be without it by a year’s practice in the’ 
field; becaufe you may hereby difcover an error, — 
that you perhaps would otherwife perfift ins and as i 
you can repeat your fhoots at any time when you | 
have Icifure, as often as you like: which is not the 
cale in the ficli; for fport ’s fo very uncertain, that 
you may go out feveral tmes and not get many © 
fhoots; fo that, un'efs a man is very alert, and 
{trong enough to undergo a deal of fatigue, he can 
attain the art of {heoting flying but very flowly; § 
whereas by this contr vance it becomes a {cience, 
and may be practifed with fatisfastion by the cutis 
ous, Whether weak or flrong, The reafon why 

you 


fm °° THE ART OF 

1 you are to ufe but half a load at firft, is, that it 
/ may notin the leaft difturb your pofition, or caufe 
you to ftart; which if you fhould get a habit of at 
- firft (as you may do, by overloading) you will find 


at difficult to attain to any certainty: for you mutt 


be very fleady, and endeavour to keep the gun to 


- 
: 
, 


: 
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the mark after you have drawn the trigger, as 
has before been obferved, and the fhot will fly 
thick enogh at twenty yards to make your obfer- 
vations from; and you may encreafe your load, 
and the diftance you fhoot at, by degrees, as you 
‘find it convenient: but never be covetous of over- 
loading, though you want to kill at long diftanceé, 
for that will not anfwer your expeCtations, 

Tt may not be improper in this place to take nos 
tice of the force of powder. As there is an amazing’ 
diijerence in the flrength of powders, it is necefary 
that you try your powder, and increafe or decreafe 


| its quantity, in proportion to its weaknefs or ftrength. 
‘There are imall machines for this purpofe, with a 


lock fomething like a piftol, which are convenient, 


| as they are portable, But I have lately contrived 


one, which feems to be much mote fatisfaCtory, 
I fhall endeavour to defcribe it to you, as follows. 
It is made of forged iron, one inch and three quar- 


| fers fquare, and two inches and a half long, with 
_.a fhank about two inches long, on which part was 


| 
’ Re 


| filed a coarfe fcrew, to fix it into a block by. A 


round ballis made of-forged iron, about one inch 
ae and 


— 
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and feven tenths diameter, and weigh’d twelve — 
ounces. “At the top of the iron was a hollow; 
made to receive about a third part of the ball, and 
fitted it very clofe: Ih the middle of this hollow 
a hole was drilf’'d, about three tenths of an inch 
diameter, and one inch and a quarter deep, which 
held eighteen Srairis of powder! a place was funk 
On one of the edees of the {quate for a pari, and 
a touch-hole drill’d: Thus compleated, it was 
fcrew’d ihto a block; to point fomethine higher 
than an angle of forty-five degtees, that the ball 
might lay the fteadier in the hollow. After this 
I made the following experiments; 


Yards 
Some Duich powder, large grain’d, threv ‘ 
the ball > Beh ns A 1 Ichalf 
Some powder bought at the gtocets, at 
16d. per pound, near © 2.58 
Battle powder - = = 8 r-half 
Double ftrong ditto > > 8 1-half 
Bett double ftrone ditto ° . 12 


The experiments were tried firtt with the flrong 
powder, which increafed the fecond t;ial about a 
yard and a half, and third trial near a yard more: 
After which, the iron being a little warm'd, the 
trials with the fame powder came pretty nearly a- 
like, and each fort was tried three or four times: 
the ball was alfo carried very nearly in the fame 
line; From which cireumftances I conclude this the 


F beft a 
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and will eon {quently uicreals the defleGuon of thote 


‘ 
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ae method of proving guopow that I have yee 


met with 


If you have a defire to be acqpiainted with the 
nature and compotition of gunpowder , and the good 
and bad qualities attending it, [ recommend to your 
perulal the tracts on New Principles of Gunnery, 
by the late ingenious Benjamin Robins, Efg; where- 
in, by a new contrivance, he has not only deter- 
mined the force of any , ge of eunpowder, 
but alio the velocities of balls difcharged from bar- 
rels Gf fever al lengths, in a meft accurate manner. 
He alié makes it appear, that the incutvated track 
of balls-to the right or lett, or ctherwiie from the 
tine, IS et Se partly from the refiftance of thé 
4ir on the inequalitics of the furface, and partly 
from a Whirling motion the bullet has acquired inv 
coming out of the barrel. I think it is not unlikely; 
that the great difierence of our fhoots made with 


the Gihe quantities of fhot from the fame piece 


amay be from the fame caufes, as fome of the fhot | 
are niet very foufid, and fome of them mmay acquire 
a. greater dégtce of that wh viring motion thar 
others in parting Fron each other, which will con- 

eouall y increale the dcfleAién as they go on from 

the line, If this be the cafe; We fhould not ens 
deayour {5 thiow then 11 with more force than 18 ries 
gellary § hecai ttle, he proves, that the refifarce of 
the air will inetea‘e in a much greater proportion td 
the force added fhan has hitherto bees fufpeced, 


fies 
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fhot which have receiv'd fuch a motion, Upon the — 
whole, therefore, I think, that if you ufe. the beft ie 
double ftrong powder, two-thirds of the quantity — 
wil have as much force as the full charges of com- | 
mon powder, and be futficient to kill at so yards, 
Which is as great a diftance as a {pert man will in 
general attempt to fhoot at, and indeed greater 
t2an he ought to fhoot at; forif we will make the 
lives of poor birds our diverfion, we ought to put 
them to as little milery as we can; and therefore. 
fhouid not thoot without being certain they are 
W.thin our reach, fo that the that will fly thick e- 
nouga to kill them outright, J] therefore recom 
Mend it to you ta begin with that quantity of the 
beft powder, and not increafe it, unlefs you find ig 
neceffary, a: 


I have naw given yau all the hints I can recolie& 
ferviceable for the improvement of a young practi- 
poner; but it muft.be from much exercife that you 
will become a markiman. As tp your condu& in. 
the field, you will have. Opportunities of going out 
with different perfons, who will differ nauch in their 
opinions: J fhall therefore leave it to your own — 
judgment to deal on every occafion ag expeyience | 
may direct, As you are going to leave this part 
of the country to-morrow, and the fhooting feafon 


4s juft at hand, I thal diimifg you with the folloy- 
ing hints, always neceflary ta be remenabered 


£ 2. 
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Take care to keep your powder from getting 
| damp, which will weaken it in proportion to the 
j ee of moifture it receives. ) 
Before you take the field, examine that your bar- 
rel be clean and dry, and clear the touch-hole with 
“gi feather, which you may leave remaining in it 


q 3 “until you load ; and oil the fprings of the lock: 


Take with you flints, a turnfcrew, and a worm, 
wpon your rammer. 

Load not ’till you are near the place of ation. 
tt will not be amifs to fire off a little powder firft, 
to warm the barrel; if you do not, it is neceflary 
fo put ina little more powder for the fir load. 

Prime not too full, 

Ram down your ‘powder very gently with a fingle 
wad of foft paper over it; and pretty tight with a 
double wad over the fhot. 

When you have fired, load again as brifk as pof 
fible, before the barrel cools, as pm heat will expel 
any dampnefs | from ws powder, and increale its 
| force. ae, 

Be careful, yet not trmorous. 
Raife your piece gently to the obje&. 
‘Take time, and never fhoot withgut aim. 
Be filent, and avoid the fun, . 
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Clocks, WatcueEs, GuNs, - 
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And ether Macuine S35) a 


| MADE anv $ OL D BY | cal 


POCKET Watches, in Gold, Silver, or Metal, 
4  chafed or plain, or with Shagreen Cafes, aS oH 
Repeating, Striking, or Horizontal ditto, Eu | 
Clocks of all Sorts, for Houfes, Turrets or Steeples, 
Watches and Clocks carefully repaired, = 
Erafs Jacks of feveral Sizes, to carry any Mi n= 
ber of Spits, and with a perpendiculay metion, if 
yequired, to roaft meat hanging. a8 
Neat Brafs Pullies for ditto, or wooden Pullies in 
Brafs Frames. 2 
Birding Guns of various Lengths, Bores, ang 
Prices. } 
Piftols for Holfters, and flat ones for Holfters of 
+ Pockets. a 
Crofs Bows for Bolts or. Bullets, 


Guns mended, flocked, or locked, 


. 
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Sort of Prefies.. ia 


wai ss eiebs of Machines for restibshi me Weak of 
ame, or making Extenfion of broken Limts. . 
E Steel Truffes, for Ruptures in Men, Women, or Chil- 
“dren, having hag upwards of thirty Years experienced 
‘Succefs. 

4 All Sorts of Silver, and Jewellers Goods. 

geek double ftrong Gunpowder, and Gun-Flints. 


: CN B. The befl Prices oat for « Old Gold, Silver, | 
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